City of Abilene 2010-2014 Consolidated Plan

Goals and Objectives
(as adopted by City Council April 22, 2010)
Housing Needs

Goal:
Low- to moderate-income citizens will have access to safe, decent and affordable housing

Objectives:

· Increase the availability, financial accessibility, and support for affordable home ownership opportunities

· Increase the availability, financial accessibility, and support for affordable and subsidized rental units

· Maintain, rehabilitate and improve existing single-family, multi-family, and subsidized housing units

· Educate homeowners and homebuyers on all aspects of homeownership to include, but not limited to, property maintenance and environmental hazards

· Educate renters and landlords on all aspects of fair housing practices to include, but not limited to, property maintenance and environmental hazards

· Expand education and enforcement of safety codes and/or services to improve conditions of housing

· Increase the availability, financial accessibility, and support for handicap accessible housing

Homeless and Non-Homeless Special Needs

Goal:
Prevent and reduce homelessness

Objectives:

· Provide and maintain transitional housing and support services for individuals and families, including unaccompanied youth and ex-offenders

· Provide long-term housing opportunities and emergency shelters

Goal:
Improve the quality of programs and facilities for health and safety, information, transportation, and recreation services

Objectives:

· Support the expansion of comprehensive affordable health and dental services

· Enhance the mechanism for coordination, communication, and quality assurance among service providers, city services, citizens, and clients

· Provide and expand social and recreational services and facilities, including but not limited to, youth and individuals with disabilities

· Expand crime prevention strategies, law enforcement services, and code enforcement

· Facilitate assimilation of refugees into the community

Economic Development Needs

Goal:  Enhance the economic well being of all citizens

Objectives:

· Support maintenance, enhancement, and expansion of quality childcare

· Support maintenance, enhancement, and expansion of transportation services

· Utilize and promote rehabilitation of existing properties to support business development
· Partner with higher education, businesses and service programs for life skills and language training
· Expand or enhance existing financial asset building programs
· Develop job skills training for youth
· Establish micro loan/grant programs for small business development
Other Housing and Community Development Needs

Goal:
Revitalize neighborhoods

Objectives:

· Encourage and support programs that diminish crime

· Provide incentives to encourage neighborhood initiated projects and organizations

· Encourage mixed use/mixed income infill development

Goal:  Enhance the physical environment of Abilene

Objectives:

· Provide and maintain adequate public facilities and infrastructure especially in low- to moderate-income (LMI) areas, including green spaces

· Enhance pedestrian, bike, and traffic safety 

Other Housing and Community Development Needs

Goal:  Enhance quality of life for elderly citizens

Objectives:

· Increase the availability, financial accessibility, and support for safe, decent, and affordable housing 

· Provide resources for home repairs and property maintenance for owner occupied homes

· Maintain and increase services to encourage independent living
· Support the expansion of comprehensive affordable health and dental services
· Enhance the mechanism for coordination, communication, and quality assurance among service providers, city services, citizens, and clients
